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THE ROTARY FOUNDATION Wilfred J. Wilkinson 

Trustee, The Rotary Foundation 2009-13 
President, Rotary International 2007-08 
 
703-141 Dundas St. W. 
Trenton, ON K8V 3P6 
 
tel. res. 1.613.392.8090 
Wilfrid.wilkinson@rotary.org 

 

 

September 2, 2014 

 

 

 

Dear Anup Jubbal MSM: 

 

I consider it a privilege to be able to join with your friends and supporters to 
celebrate the 25th anniversary of “Canadian Eyesight Global”. The work that 
you and your associates have carried out over these years is remarkable. I am 
sorry that I can’t be with you in person. 

 

As you know, my first contact with your organization goes all the way back to 
1996, when I reviewed a project partially funded by The Rotary Foundation and 
the Canadian Government through CIDA. This was in the village of Neeral, 
outside Mumbai, India. 

 

I was impressed back then when with your efforts, but I know that you have 
helped a legend of people to have improved eyesight.  

 

I offer you my hardiest congratulations on your special anniversary and with 
you years of future success. 

 

Sincerely 

 

 

 

 

W. J. Wilkinson, CM, FCPA, CM 
President Rotary International 2007/2008 
Chair The Rotary Foundation 2012.2013 

One Rotary Center 

1560 Sherman Avenue 

Evanston, Illinois 

6020`-3698 USA 

tel 847.866.3000 

fax 847.328.8554 

www.rotary.org 
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VISION 2020 is a global initiative that aims 
to eliminate avoidable blindness by the year 
2020. It was launched on 18 February 1999 by 
the World Health Organization together with 
the more than 20 international non-
governmental organizations involved in eye 
care and prevention and management of 
blindness that comprise the International 
Agency for the Prevention of Blindness 
(IAPB). VISION 2020 is a partnership that 
provides guidance, technical and resource 
support to countries that have formally 
adopted its agenda. 

Mission 

The mission of the VISION 2020 Global 
Initiative is to eliminate the main causes of all 
preventable and treatable blindness as a 
public health issue by the year 2020. 

Objectives 

VISION 2020: The Right to Sight 
accomplishes its mission as it attains the 
three major objectives: 

• Raise the profile, among the key 
audiences, of the causes of avoidable 
blindness and the solutions that will help 
to eliminate the problem.  

• Identify and secure the necessary 
resources around the world in order to 
provide an increased level of prevention 
and treatment programmes.  

• Facilitate the planning, development and 
implementation of the three core Vision 
2020 strategies by National Programmes. 

Core strategies 

• Disease control: facilitate the 
implementation of specific programmes to 
control and treat the major causes of 
blindness.  

• Human resource development: 
support training of ophthalmologists and 
other eye care personnel to provide eye 
care.  

• Infrastructure and appropriate 
technology development: assist to 
improve infrastructure and technology to 
make eye care more available and 
accessible. 

“ For just a hospital appointment it costs 20 taka (Canadian 30 cents), but 
any tests or medicine are extra. We cannot afford it and we come back 
without being treated.” 

–Mohammad Akkas Molla. 

Global Vision Impairment Facts 

Blindness and Visual Impairment 
The Lancet Global Health has recently two 
papers by the Vision Loss Expert group. 
They represent the latest data 
documenting the prevalence of blindness 
and vision impairment we have currently. 
The World Health Organization (WHO) 
too uses this data now. 

• 36 million people who are blind 

• 217 million people with moderate or 
severe distance vision impairment 

• Of those with blindness and MSVI, 124 
million people have uncorrected 
refractive errors and 65 million have 
cataract—more than 75% of all 
blindness and MSVI is avoidable 

• 253 million people blind or vision 
impaired (in 2015) 

• 1 billion people with near-vision 
impairment 

• The prevalence of blindness and vision 
impairment combined has dropped 
from 4.58% in 1990 to 3.37% in 2015. 

• 89% of vision impaired people live in 
low and middle-income countries 

• 55% of moderate or severely vision 
impaired people are women 

• Top causes of visual 

impairment: refractive errors, cataracts 
and glaucoma 

• Top causes of blindness: 
cataracts, glaucoma and age-related 
macular degeneration 

• The number of people visually 
impaired from infectious diseases has 
greatly reduced in the last 20 years 

Also read: 

• “Avoidable Blindness” Set to Increase 
in Future 

• Global causes of blindness and distance 
vision impairment 1990–2020: a 
systematic review and meta-analysis 

• Magnitude, temporal trends, and 
projections of the global prevalence of 
blindness and distance and near vision 
impairment: a systematic review and 
meta-analysis 

In May 2013 the 66th World Health 
Assembly unanimously approved the 
Global Action Plan for the Prevention of 
Avoidable Blindness and Visual 
Impairment 2014-2019 – Towards 
Universal Eye Health. The new Global 
Action Plan (GAP) is now the most 
important strategic document in eye 
health. It builds upon and replaces 
previous VISION 2020 and 2009 – 2013 
Action Plans. 

https://www.iapb.org/news/latest-global-blindness-vi-prevalence-figures-published-lancet/
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(17)30393-5/fulltext?elsca1=tlxpr
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs282/en/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs282/en/
http://atlas.iapb.org/global-burden-vision-impairment/
http://atlas.iapb.org/global-burden-vision-impairment/
http://atlas.iapb.org/global-burden-vision-impairment/gbvi-global-cause-estimates/
http://atlas.iapb.org/global-burden-vision-impairment/gbvi-global-cause-estimates/
http://atlas.iapb.org/global-burden-vision-impairment/gbvi-global-cause-estimates/
http://atlas.iapb.org/global-burden-vision-impairment/gbvi-global-cause-estimates/
http://atlas.iapb.org/global-burden-vision-impairment/gbvi-estimates-near-vision-impairment/
http://atlas.iapb.org/global-burden-vision-impairment/gbvi-changes-numbers-prevalence/
https://www.iapb.org/news/avoidable-blindness-set-increase-future/
https://www.iapb.org/news/avoidable-blindness-set-increase-future/
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(17)30393-5/fulltext?elsca1=tlxpr
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(17)30393-5/fulltext?elsca1=tlxpr
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(17)30393-5/fulltext?elsca1=tlxpr
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(17)30293-0/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(17)30293-0/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(17)30293-0/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(17)30293-0/fulltext
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/langlo/article/PIIS2214-109X(17)30293-0/fulltext
https://www.iapb.org/advocacy/who-action-plan
https://www.iapb.org/advocacy/who-action-plan
https://www.iapb.org/advocacy/who-action-plan
https://www.iapb.org/vision-2020/
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It   was   sponsored   by   the   Rotary   Club   
of Surrey-Guildford     and     Rotary     Club     
of Burnaby. 

More    than    127    people    had    their    eyes 
screened  by  a  team  comprised  of  Rotarian 
Dr.    David    R.S.    Neima,    Vice    President, 
Overseas   Programs   of   Canadian   Eyesight 

 

Global,    Dr.    Alica    Ramirez,    Dr.    
Warren Whitford,  Dr.  Satinder  Bans,  Dr.  
Harpinder Gill.   Tanveer   Kaur   Sohal,   
Chairperson   of Community    Services,    
Canadian    Eyesight Global  (CEG),  Western  
Canada,  organized the clinic. 

Patients   with   major   eye   problems   were 
referred  to  the  specialist  eye  surgeons  and 
eye   doctors   for   further   investigation   and 
treatment  and  free  eye  drops  were  given  
to patients. 

Dr.   Parmjit   Sohal   provided   his   medical 

services     and   support   to   the   patients.   A 
number   of   volunteers   including   Rotarian 
Satwant  Ginder,  Director  of  CEG,  Darshan 
Mann,   Gurmel   Dhaliwal,   Amarjit   Sidhu, 
Vicky Thind, Saroop Jubbal and Neena Sohal 
participated  in  the  event.  Gurminder  Singh 
Parihar   of   Parihar   and   Associates   was   a 
guest of honour. 

Anup Singh Jubbal, President, CEG, thanked 
the         Dashmesh         Darbar         Gurdwara 
administration   and   the   dedicated   doctors 
and volunteers who participated in the Free 
Eye Health Clinic. 

Canadian Eyesight 
Global’s successful 

free eye health 
clinic in Richmond 
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Free Eye Health Clinic by Canadian Eyesight Global at Surrey was a tremendous success 



PICTURE GALLERY 
Free Eye Camp  

held at Sangharkote Village, 
Amritsar, Punjab, India  

on 25 March 2018 
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Rotary District 5040 
A Report by Dr. Irwin F. 

Stewart, FRCS(C) 

R.I. District Governor 5040 

(1993-94) Canada 

This report is based on a 
Rotary Friendship trip made 
to India by Dr. and Mrs. 
Stewart and Dr. Lionel 
Fishman, Past President, 
Rotary Club of Burnaby-
Hastings (25 November to 10 
December 1995). 

The Rotary Project of offering cataract surgery to poor people in India 
has been supported both by Rotary International and The Canadian 
International Development Agency (CIDA) and operates on the basis 
that each cataract surgery costs in India about CAD$20. R.I. District 
5040 has provided about $7.50 of each $20 to act as a stimulus to 
local Indian Rotary Clubs to set up free cataract surgery camps in 
remote areas. We have also stipulated that a tree must be planted and 
a commemorative plaque erected to mark the occasion of the eye 
camp as an international joining of hands across the world. Visits and 
participation were made to three eye camps by the group of Rotarians. 
The villages and towns where the camps were held were Raikote, 
Narunangal and Amritsar. 

The Rotary Club of Raikote had brought an ophthalmologist our to 
examine 125 patients the day of the eye camp, and of these 25 patients 
were found to have cataracts. With such a small group, it was planned 
to take them into the next town, because the larger center had a 
microscope and surgery would be more easier and more predictable 
and there would be more chances of sterile technique. All were 
grateful for the Canadian Participation. 

Narunangal, a remote village virtually at the end of a recognizable 
road, existed through subsistence faming. There was a very large 
crowd at the clinic, people were dressed poorly and the medical lineup 
seemed to trail out the door and go on forever. At that stage 150 
patients had already been evaluated. 

We discussed the surgery with the doctor and found that he would 
operate in thee village the next day under adverse conditions (by our 
North American standards) because the villagers refused to leave 
their village even for medical help. Again they expressed gratitude and 
we came away understanding better some of the problems 
encountered in settings such as this. 

The third camp we visited was in the town of Amritsar, Where the 
ophthalmologist had examined 100 patients, and of these 20 had 
operable cataracts. The Rotary Club had in conjunction with the 
cataract Project Eyesight, a blind school and a vocational school 
which they operated and which we were able to tour. It made us very 
proud to see that the spirit of Project Eyesight in India had taken on 
real meaning in Amritsar. Our visit to the eye camps was a vivid 
reinforcement of how much our part of the world has and how little 
some of the people in India have. We came away convinced that the 
program Rotary Project Eyesight in India, carried out by Rotary in 
B.C., is a most worth while type of person to person aid and every 
effort should be made to continue this type of project. There are 
31,500 grateful patients in India who have been given the wonderful 
gift of vision who would agree. The coordinator and chair of Rotary 
Project Eyesight in India is Anup Singh Jubbal. 

Dr. and Mrs. Irwin and Lois Steward, and Dr. Lionel Fishman, 
Canada, with other local Rotarians attending an Eye Camp in 
Hoshiarpur, Punjab, India in 1995. 

Dr. and Mrs. Irwin and Lois Steward, with other local Rotarians 
attending an Eye Camp in Amritsar, Punjab, India in 1995. 

Project Eyesight in India 

Dr. Irwin Stewart, MD, FRCS©, Past District Governor, R.I. 
District 5040. Canada and Mrs. Lois Stewart at the Eye Camp in 
Punjab, in 1995 
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Canadian Eyesight Global in Action 

Board of Directors of Canadian Eyesight Global, at Gala Dinner, 
Toronto 

Mr. Satish Rao, Branch Head and V.P. State Bank of India 
(Canada), as a guest speaker received an appreciation 
certificate from Rotary Club of Surrey-Guildford (2014) 

Rotary Club of Burnaby presenting a cheque for $4,000 to 
President of Canadian Eyesight Global Mr. Anup Singh Jubbal 

Anup S Jubbal and Saroop K. Jubbal 

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Stinson, R.I. District 5050 Governor, with Anup 
and Saroop Jubbal, visited Canadian Eyesight Global Booth, RI 
Convention, Birmingham (2009) 

Rajendra K. Saboo, Rotary International President (1991-92), 
Hugh Archer, Rotary International President (1989-90) with Anup 
S. Jubbal 

Anup Singh 
Jubbal with Hugh 
Archer, Rotary 
International 
President (1989-
90) 

Paul V. 
Costa, Rotary 
International 

President 
(1990-1991) 

with Anup S. 
Jubbal 
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Project Eyesight India 
The Beginning with no end! 

PROJECT EYESIGHT (INDIA) 1989 was inspired by an 
exchange of ideas between Mr. Anup Singh Jubbal of the 
Rotary Club of Burnaby-Hastings, BC, Canada, and Co. Dr. J. 
K. Rasogi of the  Rotary Club of Lucknow-Khaas, India. 

The Project envisaged the setting up of 8 Eye Relief Camps at 
different places within a radius of 50 KMs. From the City of 
Lucknow, U.P. India, the capital of India’s most populous state, 
performing ONE THOUSAND free eye operations. The entire 
diagnostic and surgical services and also the other essentials 
such as housing, hospital beds, linens, medicines, food and 
spectacles etc. were all to be  provided free. The Proposal 
required technical expertise from teams of highly qualified and 
well trained doctors dedicated to the eye relief project. 

It all sounded something like having to put a well-equipped 
100 bed eye hospital on wheels and then moving it from place 
to place taking medical care to the very door steps of the rural 
poor India. 

Substantial funding via the Rotary Club of Burnaby-Hastings, 
BC, Canada, the organizational skill and dedication of 
Rotarians of Lucknow-Khaas and the devoted medical and para
-medical staff of Lucknow’s medical School - King George 
Medical College - combined to meet the challenge and convert 
the idea into realty. 

The targets were achieved and the program promised to 
become an annual affair 

PEOPLE OF ACTION 

Rotary International Past President Wilfrid Wilkinson  

Past Chairman of CRCID and Past President of Rotary International visited an Eye Camp on February 24 and 25, 1996. 
Sponsored by Project Eyesight India, at village Neeral, near Bombay and organized by Rotary  Club of Bombay Central, 
India. Past President Wilfred Wolkinson submitted a report that he was completed satisfied by the Project. 

Rotarian Col. Dr. J. K. Rastogi, 

President, Rotary Club of 

Lakhnow-Khaas, speaking at 

the Eye Cap, Malihabad 

Village. Feb 1989 

 

Rotarian Al McLane and Anup 

Singh Jubbal at the Eye Camp 

at Malihabad Vil lage, 

Lucknow India. Feb 1989 
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Free Eye Camps 
Bilga Village, Jalandhar, Punjab, India. 

Sponsors: Mr. and Mrs. Makkhan Singh 
Sanghera and Family, Squamish, B.C. 

We as a family have always been interested 
in helping out our community. While we 
have been able to make a difference here 
at home in Canada, we wanted to do 
something to help out individuals in our 
other home - India. 

We first learned of Canadian Eyesight 
Global through an advertisement posted in 
our local newspaper. After doing some 
research on the organization, we were able 
to learn about their excellent reputation as 
a charitable organization and the 
outstanding work they have done in the 
rural communities in India. 

We were motivated to do the same and wanted to bring that same experience to 
our hometown of Bilga, Punjab, India. 

We have now participated in this eye camp for the pas five year (until 2014). We 
have been able to organize this camp each year with the continued help of our 
family members and friends in India. The Rotary Club of Jalandhar West, in 
particular, has been a great help in enlisting volunteers and spreading the word 
about our eye camp. 

While the camp is located in Bilga, our volunteers go to the surrounding 40-50 
smaller villages to hand out flyers and send the message that this camp will be 
taking place, allowing more people the opportunity participate. On the day of the 
camp we also provide a free langar (food) all day for the participants and the 
participants and their family members. 

The doctors and their staff at Jalandhar Hospital, who are also volunteering their 
services, are very kind and work hard to treat as many patients as possible. The 
hospital volunteers pick up and drop off patients from the eye camp site in Bilga. 
The doctors work in a safe and clean environment and are always  willing to 
answer questions of individuals with any concerns. The eye Camp provides 
patients with glasses, eye drops, and the removal of cataracts free of charge. 

Our family stays at home, in Bilga, to help make sure the camp is run smoothly 
where we are able to communicate with the people who are returning after their 
surgeries or treatments. I find this to be one of the most rewarding parts of the eye 
camp. It enables me to see firsthand the good that the camp allows me to do and 
how this will improve peoples lives. When the patients return I am able to get a 
better understanding of what this surgery means to them and check in on them to 
see how they are doing. 

I would highly recommend this program to others. I have also recommended this 
program to a couple of my friends who have also started to have their own camps 
in their home villages in India. 

Working with Canadian Eyesight Global these past years has been a great 
pleasure and I would recommend this organization to anyone who is looking to 
make a lasting difference in others lives. 

CLICK ON THE PICTURES ON THE RIGHT TO SEE MORE PHOTOS 

http://canadianeyesight.org/bilga-jalandhar-eye-camp-gallery/
http://canadianeyesight.org/bilga-jalandhar-eye-camp-gallery/
http://canadianeyesight.org/bilga-jalandhar-eye-camp-gallery/
http://canadianeyesight.org/bilga-jalandhar-eye-camp-gallery/
http://canadianeyesight.org/bilga-jalandhar-eye-camp-gallery/
http://canadianeyesight.org/bilga-jalandhar-eye-camp-gallery/
http://canadianeyesight.org/bilga-jalandhar-eye-camp-gallery/
http://canadianeyesight.org/bilga-jalandhar-eye-camp-gallery/
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Ignoring your eye health 
can lead to bigger 

problems down the road 
By Dani-Elle Dubé National Online 

Journalist, Smart Living  Global News  

Linda Maendel can’t remember when 
or how she injured her right eye, but it 
took years for the 55-year-old to finally 
correct her blurry vision physicians 
said was caused by some sort of 
trauma. 

At first, however, no one knew what the 
problem was, forcing Maendel to hop 
between eye specialists, which all tried 
their hand at solving her vision 
problem with temporary fixes. 

First, it was glasses, but they didn ’t work. 
Next were contact lenses, which only 
worked for a few years. It wasn ’t until 
recently where her ophthalmologist 
suggested a corneal transplant, and three 
months ago her vision finally began 
improving. 

“Things are going very well,” Maendel 
says. “My vision has improved but it is 
still a bit blurry, but that ’s 
understandable as it can take up to a year 
for it to be fully clear. I’m just very 
grateful for skilled surgeons and organ 
and tissue donors.” 

Maendel has always been very vigilant 
about her eye health, she says, and goes 
for regular checkups – something she’s 
done even before the surgery too.  

But not all Canadians are like Maendel.  

According to Dr. Setareh Ziai, assistant 
professor of ophthalmology at the 
University of Ottawa Eye Institute, vision 
is one part of the body many people take 
for granted. 

Even though it may not be at the forefront 
of everyone’s minds, Ziai believes that, 
overall, Canadians find eye health 
important to their well-being. 

“People don’t always think about 
their vision until something goes 
wrong,” Ziai says. “It’s then when 
you realize how important it is to 
you.” 

“Because access to eye health 
examinations is pretty good 
across the country – especially in 
larger centres – I think Canadians 
are pretty adept at having their 
eyes examined, especially those 
who have medical conditions,” 
she says. “And I think the newer 
generation of parents, I’d say for 
the past 20 years, have been 
really good at ensuring that their 
children are examined early on.” 

But as Oct. 12 marks World Sight Day, 
Ziai and the Canadian Ophthalmological 
Society want Canadians to know the 
importance of prevention and early 
detection when it comes to eye health.  

According to CNIB – a Canadian agency 
and organization dedicated to assisting 
those who are blind and live with vision 
loss – few people realize that about 75 per 
cent of vision loss is preventable. The 
World Health Organization (WHO), 
however, puts that number as high as 80 
per cent. 

It’s estimated that about half a million 
Canadians currently live with significant 
vision loss, and every year 50,000 
additional Canadians will lose their 
eyesight, CNIB reports. 

Worldwide, the WHO estimates that 285-
million people are visually impaired. 

Eye health, Ziai says, is important to 
keep on top of because it can be an 
indicator of other health issues. 

“When your pupils are dilated, we 
have a direct view into the nervous 
system of the eye,” she says. “It’s the 
only part of the nervous system that 
we can examine. So we can see 
diseases such as hypertension, high 
blood pressure, diabetes and many 
different blood disorders.” 

Both prevention and early detection are 
key when it comes to eye health, Ziai 
explains. 

READ MORE:  

 How to tell if your kids are suffering 

form digital eye strain 

 Misusing contact lenses? 5 mistakes 

you’re making that hurt your eye 
health 

Free Eye Camps  

Near Amritsar 
August 27, 2017  

through 

August 27, 2018 

Canadian Eyesight Global (CEG) is proud to 

host free eye check-ups and cataract implant 

lens surgeries in various parts of rural India 

since 1989.  

CEG is proud to be hosting eye camps near 

Amritsar, India, on every second Sunday. 

For more information, contact 

Canadian Eyesight Global  

at 604 582-0579 or 

info@canadianeyesight.org 

CLICK TO READ  
CEG NEWSLETTERS 
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Canadian Eyesight Global 
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Mailing Address:  
Canadian Eyesight Global 10563 
148 Street. Surrey, BC Canada.  

V6B 3X9 

Website: www.canadianeyesight.org 
Email : info@canadianeyesight.org  

Phone 604-582-0579 
Fax  604-582-5426 

Canadian Eyesight Global is a charity 
organization registered with  

Canada Revenue Agency.  

Our CRA BN is 88518 6601 RR0001 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
C. V. Mohanan 
Rotary Club of  

Port Coquitlam Centennial 
Home  604.941.3053 
Cell  604.618.5226 
cvmohanan@shaw.ca 

Up to 80 per cent of vision loss is 
preventable, according to the World 
Health Organization (WHO). 

 

 

https://globalnews.ca/news/3672322/how-to-tell-if-your-kids-are-suffering-from-digital-eye-strain/
https://globalnews.ca/news/3672322/how-to-tell-if-your-kids-are-suffering-from-digital-eye-strain/
https://globalnews.ca/news/2900624/misusing-contact-lenses-5-mistakes-youre-making-that-hurt-your-eye-health/
https://globalnews.ca/news/2900624/misusing-contact-lenses-5-mistakes-youre-making-that-hurt-your-eye-health/
https://globalnews.ca/news/2900624/misusing-contact-lenses-5-mistakes-youre-making-that-hurt-your-eye-health/
http://canadianeyesight.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/CEG-Newsletter-March-2018-Final-2.pdf
http://canadianeyesight.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/CEG-Newsletter-April-2018-Final_for_Print.pdf
http://canadianeyesight.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/CEG-Newsletter-March-2018-Final-2.pdf
http://canadianeyesight.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/CEG-Newsletter-April-2018-Final_for_Print.pdf
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About  

Canadian Eyesight Global – formerly Canadian Eyesight International – is a registered 
Canadian charitable organization comprised of surgeons, doctors, business leaders and 
numerous volunteers concerned with global blindness. 

It is made up of individual Canadians concerned about other people – those in India and such 
developing nations who are especially vulnerable to blindness as well as those who have 
already lost their eyesight. In these nations, there are many health and social issues that 
require attention. Because blindness is caused by many problems, including lack of adequate 
nutrition, sanitation and trauma, we have the opportunity to bring health in many different 
forms. 

Objective 

Canadian Eyesight Global strives to help those who are unable to help themselves and to give 
people who are blind or visually impaired real support. For over 29 years, we have been 
helping our community with our partner doctors in India and other developing countries to 
enhance the facilities and treatment programs, with outstanding results. 

Vision 

Our Vision is to eliminate avoidable blindness by 2020 and to ensure the best possible vision 
for all people. Canadian Eyesight Global organization is working to remove blindness that is 
a major health issue among the young, the underprivileged, the aged. Visual impairment in 
some instances can lead to death. The problem is growing day by day. Every second, one 
person in the world goes blind. A child goes blind every minute. Yet for three out of four of 
these people, blindness was completely preventable. 

Global trends show millions of people going blind each year. Eighty percent of the worlds 
blindness is preventable by means of nutrition, sanitation, antibiotics or surgery. Canadian 
Eyesight’s view is to work toward the elimination of the preventable causes of blindness. 
Working with other health organizations and various levels of government, we believe this 
goal is achievable. 

How it all began 

In 1989 the Founder and CEO Anup Singh Jubbal 
(pictured top left) established the Project Eyesight with 
the cooperation of Rotary Club of Burnaby-Hastings 
and the Rotary Club of Lucknow-Khass. Approximately 
5,000 people from the rural segments of the Lucknow 
district received free medical treatment for a wide range 
of eye diseases. 991 free eye operations were performed 
in eight Eye Relief Camps organized by Project Eyesight. 

The programme was financed by the aid of over a 
quarter million rupees, provided by the Rotary Club of 
Burnaby-Hastings, RI District 5040. Human resources, 
money a materials were also provided by the Rotary 
Club of Lucknow-Khass. 

The then Canadian Deputy High Commissioner in 
India, H.E. Mr. Gary Smith (pictured middle left) was 
accompanied by his First Secretary of Development and 
delegation of six Rotarians from the Rotary Club of 
Burnaby (pictured bottom left).   

Not only was he able to visit the camps first hand and 
make an appraisal of the enormity of medical problems 
in rural India, but he could also witness the significant 
contribution Project Eyesight 1989 was making. 
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